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"Future Declaration for the New Century"

The origin of Japanese culture was in the folds of a mountain in a farming village.
Water sprang forth from forests and people gathered together there.

They formed colonies, coexisted with nature, and worshipped nature.
Colonies tolerating harsh nature had philosophy of living,

which was worthy to be called the predecessors' wisdom,

and it has been passed down in an unbroken line.

Handling things without due respect leads to waste of human lives.

We inherit our attitudes of cherishing things, of giving life,

and of inheriting local culture and traditions for 100 years.

We hand down the landscape mothers viewed, the sunlight they exposed to,
the wind they felt, and the clean water they used,

and better environments of Shiwa to children for 100 years.

Takashi Fujiwara
Mayor of Shiwa
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